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Saints through the ages have expressed the theology 

of the Church in the writing and singing of Christian 

hymns. The music of hymns can be as varied as 

psalms sung in chant style, gospel songs, and unison 

hymns with majestic organ accompaniments.  This 

brief study will explore hymns of the Church from the 

Middle Ages to the present, how they have been used, 

and the historical and theological contexts from which 

they arose.  What gives these hymns their enduring 

quality?   
 

 

Robert C. Mann  taught courses in organ, musicology, and church mu-

sic at Stephen F. Austin State University. He has served churches for 

over forty years as organist or organist-choirmaster and actively partici-

pated as recitalist in solo organ repertoire, organ duets, and music for 

two organs. He has been workshop clinician for church worship groups 

at the state, regional, and national levels.   


